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Swanson’s Effort to Return Local Control to Oakland Schools Takes
Giant Step Forward

(Sacramento) — Assemblymember Sandré Swanson’s (D — Oakland) landmark legislation to return
local governance and accountability to Oakland parents and students sailed through the Assembly
today, and now heads to the Senate floor. Senator Don Perata (D — Oakland) will introduce the bill in
the Senate.

“AB 45 represents the will of the community. It gives parents meaningful and constructive participation
in the education of their children; and most importantly, ends the stalemate between the State and the
School District so that we can focus on the most important priority of educating our children,” stated
Mr. Swanson.

During the debate, Assembly members from throughout California rose to offer vigorous support for
AB 45. Notably, Assemblymember Gene Mullin (D — San Mateo), Chair of the Education Committee,
testified to the comprehensive nature of the bill and the collaborative process by which AB 45 was
reached. Assemblywoman Loni Hancock (D — Berkeley) also offered impassioned testimony urging
her colleagues to pass AB 45.

Mr. Swanson urged his colleagues to remember what AB 45 is about: “This is about our children. As
legislators, we have a responsibility to act when the system is not functioning properly and the
education of our children is suffering because of it.”

Years have gone by since the Oakland Unified School District was put into receivership. Despite the
fact that OUSD has shown marked improvement in pupil achievement, governance and community
relations, the process to move Oakland forward has stalled. Over a year ago, the Fiscal Crisis and
Management Assistance Team (FCMAT) began recommending that the administrative areas of
governance and community relations be returned to the OUSD.

“This stalemate and lack of clearly defined transfer procedures is why the FMCAT recommendations
have not been implemented by the State Superintendent of Education. AB 45 remedies this
stalemate, and by March of 2008 begins the orderly transfer of all fiscal and administrative duties to
the School Board beginning with governance and community relations,” said Swanson.

The bill establishes a definitive orderly process for the return of all rights, duties and powers to the
governing board of the OUSD based on annual FCMAT reports, which will recommend areas that

would be returned to the school district by July of each year until all administrative, operational and
fiscal duties have been returned.

After passing 47 — 32, Assemblymember Swanson noted: “Local governance and accountability in the
School District is the number priority for my constituents. That is why | have introduced AB 45, and |
urge my colleagues in the Senate and the Governor to vote favorably for the bill.”
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