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RECENT HISTORY OF CDCR HEALTH CARE AND RECEIVERSHIP

“It will never be the business of the Department of Corrections to provide medical care.”
- Undersecretary of Corrections Kevin Carruth testifying in Plata v. Schwarzenegger 

The Receivership is the result of a 2001 class action law suit - Plata v. Schwarzenegger -that found the medical care in California’s 33 adult prisons violates the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which forbids cruel and unusual punishment. After several years of failure by the state to fulfill court orders to improve care, federal JudgeThelton Henderson last year appointed Robert Sillen as Receiver to oversee operations and direct improvement in the quality of medical care, stripping that function from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).
To carry this out the Receiver has assumed control over certain day-to-day operational functions in the prison medical system including personnel, recruitment, fiscal, contracts, invoice processing, business services and space acquisition. The Plata Support Division was created to serve this purpose, and it is staffed by state workers who report to the Receiver’s team. Together, this group is leading the way to recruit medical staff for the prisons – for instance, hiring 771 Licensed Vocational Nurses to date. Also, a new automated contracting system is being piloted at four prisons to ensure inmates’ access to specialty and hospital care.
CRITICAL ISSUES
Intake screening
 >>>
At intake inmates are supposed to receive an initial screening for communicable diseases.  This exam should take around 15-20 minutes for a healthy individual and 30-40minutes for a person with health problems.  However, the average time for these screenings is 7 minutes and not all inmates receive a screening as they may be forced to leave the reception area before the nurse can perform the screening.  At San Quentin 1-2 physicians are responsible for conducting screenings on 80-100 inmates every day.  

Medical records
 >>>

In the “Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law,” Judge Henderson stated, “The amount of unfilled, disorganized and literally unusable medical records at some prisons is staggering”.  At San Quentin, for example, there were 3 and one-half feet of loose filing of medical records in December 2004.  Doctors are consistently forced to open new files because old ones are either lost or completely inaccessible.  Such a state of affairs not only poses a tremendous threat to the health of the prisoners, but also is extremely wasteful of valuable medical funds.
Medical Facilities
 >>>

There is a major problem with inadequate medical facilities.  The Court observed the main medical room at San Quentin and found that it lacked a sink or even alcohol gel to be used for sanitation purposes.  This is a facility where around 100 men are examined every day.  The court also observed the dentist neither washed his hands nor changed his gloves between patients after having stuck his hands in their mouths.
Interference by custodial staff
 >>>
Judge Henderson said “..the custodial staff presents a determined and persistent impediment to the delivery of even the most basic aspects of medical care.”  Beyond limiting inmates access to medical care the custodial staff was found to “actively interfere with the provision of medical care, often for reasons that have little to nothing to do with legitimate custody concerns.”
Medications and Prescriptions
 >>>
There are serious problems with the dispersion and refilling of medications.  Many prisoners will have to wait upwards of three weeks for their prescriptions to be filled.  Furthermore, prescriptions are rarely transferred between prisons with the inmate leaving the sending prison with excessive amounts of medications that are thrown away while the receiving prison routinely disregard prescriptions when they are sent with the inmate.
� Plata v. Schwarzenegger  “Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: Reappointment of Receiver”- located at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cprinc.org/docs/court/PlataFindingsFactConclusionsLaw1005.pdf" ��http://www.cprinc.org/docs/court/PlataFindingsFactConclusionsLaw1005.pdf�
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