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Boys and Men of Color Initiative Overview








· The Boys and Men of Color Initiative (BMoC) is part of The California Endowment’s (TCE) Building Healthy Communities initiative, which focuses on creating healthy communities in 14 neighborhoods in California. 

· Building Health Communities will partner with young men of color, agency leaders, community advocates, and practitioners in three regions throughout California: Oakland, Fresno, and Los Angeles.
· The initiative will concentrate on 3 areas that shape life outcomes for boys and young men of color: education, work, and health. 

Goals: 
· Removing the policies that lead young men to be pushed out of public school; 

· Helping to increase attendance among young males; 

· Connecting these young men to employment opportunities; and 

· Increasing access to health services that address the trauma and chronic adversity these boys and young men face. 

Boys and Men of Color Oakland Project








The Boys and Men of Color work within Oakland has largely focused on convening the  Oakland and Alameda County public systems and non-profit leaders in order to develop their support in working together to achieve the goals of the Boys and Men of Color (BMoC) Initiative.  Those leaders have developed the following statements of goals and methods to guide their collective and individual work. Our overall goal is to improve the health, wellness, and life outcomes for BMoC throughout their life course. 

Goals: 
· Overall goal is to improve the health, wellness, and life outcomes for BMoC throughout their life course.

· Specific goals for Oakland Boys and Men of Color include significantly improving their: 

· Educational outcomes including academic performance, graduation and readiness for careers and/or post-secondary education;  

· Participation in the labor force in “high quality”  jobs and careers; and 

· Utilization of a fully-integrated “health home” that improves health outcomes. 

Leadership Table: 

· The Leadership Table is comprised of Alameda County and Oakland systems leaders, community based organizations, and TCE staff. This table that will institute several projects throughout the span of the BMoC initiative. 

· The first project will focus on supporting 100% graduation for all BMoC in Oakland. Objectives of this project include: 

1. 95+% attendance for all students

2. Meaningful internship or paid employment for all high school students

3. 100% access and appropriate use of health care and social services by OUSD students 

Urban Strategies Council Role:
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Building a local and regional network of organizations and individuals committed to improving outcomes for BMoC through policy advocacy and system reform.  
Boys and Men of Color Partners: 
· The California Endowment Staff

· Regional Convener

· Urban Strategies Council 

· Oakland Community Anchors

· Black Community Anchor-Youth Uprising and Ella Baker Center

· Latino Community Anchor- Unity Council

· Asian & Pacific Islander Community Anchor

· Native Community Anchor

· Statewide Partners

· PolicyLink 

· Movement Strategy Center

· Fenton Communications

· Warren Institute 

· Systems Leaders

· Alameda County Health Care Services Agency

· Alameda County Probation Department

· County Social Services Agency

· Oakland Unified School District

· Oakland Human Services Department   

· Oakland Police Department
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